Environmenta Qudity Board
Adopted Permanent Rules Rdlaing to Environmental Review of
Large Energy Facilities
4400.1700 PREPARATION OF EIS.

Subpart 1. EISrequired. The EQB shdl prepare an
environmental impact statement on each proposed large dectric
power generating plant and high voltage transmission line for
which a permit application has been accepted by the chair.

For text of subp 2, see M.R.

Subp. 3. Alternative sitesor routes. During the scoping
process, a person may suggest dternative sites or routesto
evauate in the environmenta impact Satement. A person
desiring that aparticular Ste or route be evauated shall
submit to the EQB, during the scoping process, an explanation of
why the gite or route should be included in the environmenta
impact statement and any other supporting information the person
wants the chair to congder. The chair shdl provide the
applicant with an opportunity to respond to each request that an
dternaive be included in the environmenta impact statement.
The chair shdl include the suggested site or route in the scope
of the environmenta impact satement only if the chair
determines that evauation of the proposed site or route will
assist in the board's decison on the permit gpplication.

For text of subps4to 12, see M.R.

4400.2750 PREPARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT.

For text of subps1to7, seeM.R.

Subp. 8. No additional environmental review. An
environmenta assessment must be the only sate environmenta
review document required to be prepared by the EQB on a project
quaifying for review under the dternative review process. No
environmental assessment worksheet or environmenta impact
statement shal be required. Environmentd review & the
certificate of need stage before the Public Utilities Commission
must be performed in accordance with parts 4410.7010 to
4410.7070.

For text of subp 9, see M.R.

4410.0200 DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS.

For text of subps1to 37, see M.R.

Subp. 38. High voltagetransmission line. "High voltage
tranamission ling" has the meaning given in part 4410.7015.

For text of subps 39 to 40a, see M .R.

Subp. 41. Large€electric power generating plant; LEPGP.
"Large dectric power generating plant” or "LEPGP" hasthe
meaning given in part 4410.7015.

For text of subps42to 96, see M .R.

4410.3100 PROHIBITION ON FINAL GOVERNMENTAL DECISIONS.

Subpart 1. Prohibitions. If an EAW or EISisrequired for



agovernmental action under parts 4410.0200 to 4410.6500, or if
apetition for an EAW isfiled under part 4410.1100, a project
may not be started and afind governmenta decison may not be
made to grant a permit, approve a project, or begin a project,
until:

For text of itemsA toD, seeM.R.

Subp. 2. Public projects, prohibitions. If aproject
subject to review under parts 4410.0200 to 4410.6500 is proposed
to be carried out or sponsored by a governmenta unit, the
governmenta unit shal not take any action with respect to the
project, including the acquisition of property, if the action
will prgudice the ultimate decision on the project, until a
petition has been dismissed, a negative declaration has been
issued, or until the find EI'S has been determined adequate by
the RGU or the EQB, unless the project is an emergency under
subpart 9 or avariance is granted under subparts4to 8. An
action pregjudices the ultimate decison on a project if it tends
to determine subsequent development or to limit dternatives or
mitigative measures.

For text of subps41to 8, seeM.R.

Subp. 9. Emergency action. Intherare Stuation when
immediate action by agovernmenta unit or person is essentia
to avoid or diminate an imminent thresat to the public hedth or
safety or a serious threat to natural resources, a proposed
project may be undertaken without the environmenta review which
would otherwise be required by parts 4410.0200 to 4410.6500.
The governmentd unit or person must demondrate to the EQB
chair, ether ordly or inwriting, that immediate action is
essentid and mugt receive authorization from the EQB chair to
proceed. Authorization to proceed shall be limited to those
aspects of the project necessary to control the immediate
impacts of the emergency. Other aspects of the project remain
subject to review under parts 4410.0200 to 4410.6500.
4410.4300 MANDATORY EAW CATEGORIES.

For text of subps1and 2, see M.R.

Subp. 3. Electric generating facilities. For congtruction
of an dectric power generating plant and associated facilities
designed for or capable of operating at a capacity of between 25
megawatts and 50 megawatts, the EQB shdl be the RGU. For
electric power generating plants and associated facilities
designed for and capable of operating at a capacity of 50
megawetts or more, environmenta review shdl be conducted
according to parts 4410.7010 to 4410.7070 and chapter 4400.

For text of subps4 and 5, see M .R.

Subp. 6. Transmission lines. For congtruction of a
transmission line a anew location with anomind capecity of
between 70 kilovolts and 100 kilovolts with 20 or more miles of
its length in Minnesota, the EQB shdl bethe RGU. For



transmission lines and associated facilities designed for and
capable of operating a a nomind voltage of 100 kilovolts or
more, environmenta review shal be conducted according to parts
4410.7010 to 4410.7070 and chapter 4400.

For text of subps7to 36, see M.R.
4410.4400 MANDATORY EIS CATEGORIES.

Subpart 1. Threshold test. An EIS must be prepared for
projects that meet or exceed the threshold of any of subparts 2
to 25. Multiple projects and multiple stages of asingle
project that are connected actions or phased actions must be
considered in total when comparing the project or projectsto
the thresholds of this part.

For text of subp 2, see M.R.

Subp. 3. Electric generating facilities. For construction
of alarge dectric power generating plant, environmenta review
shall be conducted according to parts 4410.7010 to 4410.7070 and
chapter 4400.

For text of subps4 and 5, see M .R.

Subp. 6. Transmission lines. For condruction of ahigh
voltage trangmission line, environmentd review shdl be
conducted according to parts 4410.7010 to 4410.7070 and chapter
4400.

For text of subps7to 25, see M.R.

4410.5200 EQB MONITOR PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

Subpart 1. Required notices. Governmenta units are
required to publish notice of theitemsliged initems A to P
in the EQB Monitor, except that this part congtitutes a request
and not a requirement with respect to federd agencies.

For text of itemsA to 0, see M .R.

P. Notice of other actions that the EQB may specify
by resolution.

Subp. 2. Optional notices. Governmenta units may publish
notices of generd interest or information in the EQB Monitor.

Subp. 3. Required EQB notices. The EQB isrequired to
publish the following in the EQB Monitor:

For text of itemsA toE, see M.R.

F. notice of gpplication for aste permit for a
large electric power generating plant or aroute permit for a
high voltage transmission line pursuant to Minnesota Statutes,
sections 116C.51 to 116C.69;
G. receipt of aconsolidated permit application
pursuant to part 4350.3030, subpart 1; and
H. notice of the avalability of an environmenta
report, pursuant to part 4410.7030, subpart 10.
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW OF
ELECTRIC POWER GENERATING PLANTS
AND HIGH VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINES
IN PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE PUBLIC



UTILITIES COMMISSION
4410.7010 APPLICABILITY AND SCOPE.

Subpart 1. Applicahility. Parts 4410.7010 to 4410.7070
aoply to any high voltage tranamission line project or large
electric power generating plant project for which a certificate
of need or other need determination is required by the Public
Utilities Commisson under Minnesota Statutes, section 216B.243
or 216B.2425, and applicable law rules.

Subp. 2. Scope. Parts4410.7010 to 4410.7070 establish
the requirements for the conduct of environmenta review of
proposed projects before the Public Utilities Commission for
consideration of need pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section
216B.243 or 216B.2425, and applicable rules. Additiond review
at the EQB permitting stageis required under chapter 4400.
4410.7015 DEFINITIONS.

Subpart 1. Scope. For the purposes of parts 4410.7010 to
4410.7070, the following terms and abbreviations have the
meanings given them.

Subp. 2. Associated facilities. "Associated facilities'
means buildings, equipment, and other physica structures that
are necessary to the operation of alarge ectric power
generding plant or a high voltage transmission line.

Subp. 3. Chair. "Chair" meansthe person who isthe char
of the Environmental Qudity Board.

Subp. 4. EQB. "EQB" means the Environmental Qudlity Board.

Subp. 5. Environmental report. "Environmenta report”
means a written document that describes the human and
environmenta impacts of a proposed large e ectric power
generating plant or high voltage transmission line and
aternatives to the project and methods to mitigate anticipated
adverse impacts.

Subp. 6. High voltage transmission lineor HVTL. "High
voltage trangmisson ling' or "HVTL" means any high voltage
transmisson line with a cgpacity of 200 kilovolts or more and
any high voltage transmisson line with a capacity of 100
kilovolts or more with more than ten miles of itslength in
Minnesota or that crosses a gate line.

Subp. 7. Largedectric power generating plant or LEPGP.
"Large eectric power generating plant” or "LEPGP' means any
electric power generating plant or combination of plantsat a
single site with a combined capacity of 50,000 kilowatts or more
and transmission lines directly associated with the plant that
are necessary to interconnect the plant to the transmisson
system.

Subp. 8. Mail. "Mail" means either the United States mal
or eectronic mal by e-mail.

Subp. 9. Public Utilities Commission or PUC. "Public
Utilities Commisson” or "PUC" means the Minnesota Public




Utilities Commission.
4410.7020 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW BEFORE PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSION.
The Environmental Qudity Board shdl prepare an
environmenta report on a proposed high voltage transmisson
line or a proposed large e ectric power generating plant at the
need sage. The environmenta report must contain information
on the human and environmenta impacts of the proposed project
associated with the Size, type, and timing of the project,
system configurations, and voltage. The environmentd report
must aso contain information on aternatives to the proposed
project and shal address mitigating measures for anticipated
adverseimpacts. The EQB shdl be responsible for the
completeness and accuracy of dl information in the
environmenta report.
4410.7025 COMMENCEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.
Subpart 1. Certificate of need application. A person who
submits an gpplication to the Public Utilities Commisson for a
certificate of need for aLEPGP or aHVTL pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes, section 216B.243, shdl at the same time submit a copy
of the application and al accompanying materias required by
the PUC to the EQB. The person shdl provide the EOB with an
electronic version of the gpplication suitable for posting on
the EQB's Web page.
Subp. 2. Transmission planning projects report. A person
who submits atransmission plaaring proj ects report to the
Public Utilities Commisson with arequest for certification of
ahigh voltage transmission line pursuant to Minnesota Statutes,
section 216B.2425, shdl at the same time submit a copy of the
report and al accompanying materias required by the PUC to the
EQB. The person shdl provide the EQB with an eectronic
version of the report suitable for posting on the EQB's Web page.
4410.7030 PROCESS FOR PREPARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT.
Subpart 1. Noticeto interested persons. Upon receipt of
an gpplication for a certificate of need or receipt of a
transmisson plarniAg projects report seeking certification of a
high voltage transmission line, the Environmental Quality Board
shall provide notice to interested persons of the pending
project. Notice must be mailed to the following persons:
A. those persons on the EQB list maintained pursuant
to part 4400.1350;
B. those persons on the generd service list
maintained by the applicant pursuant to part 7829.0600;
C. those personson any sarvice list maintained by
the Public Utilities Commission for the proceeding;
D. those persons knewn-tothe EQB-to-own-property-or

reside-tr-the-area-of-the-propesed-preject who are required to
be given notice of the certificate of need application or the




transmission projects report under rules of the Public Utilities
Commission and

E. locd governmenta officidsin the area of the
proposed project; and

F. those persons who own property adjacent to any
dte or within any route identified by the applicant asa
preferred location for the project or as aSite or route under
serious consideration by the applicant if such Sites or routes
are known to the gpplicant.

Subp. 2. Content of notice. The notice required by
subpart 1 must contain the following information:

A. adescription of the proposed project, including
possible sites or routesif known;

B. adatement that authorization from the Public
Utilities Commission to condruct the facility has been applied
for and a description of the PUC process, including a Satement
that the PUC proceeding is the only proceeding in which the
no-build dternative and the Size, type, timing, system
configuration, and voltage will be consdered;

C. adatement that the EQB will prepare an
environmenta report on the project and a description of the
process for preparation of the report;

D. astatement that a public meeting will be held by
the EQB and the date and place of the meeting and, a Satement
that the public will have an opportunity to ask questions about
the project and to suggest alternatives and impacts to address
in the environmenta report, and a satement explaining the
purpose of the public meeting; and

E. agaement informing the public of where copies
of the pertinent information may be reviewed and copies
obtained;

F. adgtatement indicating whether the project
proposer may exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire the
land necessary for the project and the basis for such authority;
ad

G. adgatement describing the manner in which an
interested person can add the person's name to the malling list
for future notices.

Subp. 3. Public meeting. The Environmenta Quadity Board
shdl hold a public meeting within 40 days after receipt of an
gpplication for a certificate of need or receipt of a
transmission plarniag projects report seeking certification of a
high voltage transmission line. At least 20 15 days prior to
the mesting, the EQB shal mail notice of the meeting to those
persons listed in subpart 1. The EQB shdl aso publish notice
of the meeting in a newspaper of locd circulation in the area
at leadt ten days before the meeting. The EQB shdl dso
publish natice of the meeting in the EQB Monitor and by-pesting




shdl pog the notice on the EQB Web page. The public meeting
must be held in alocation that is convenient for persons who
live near a proposed project.

Subp. 4. Conduct of public meeting. The EQB shal make
available at the public meeting a copy of the certificate of
need gpplication or transmisson pkaaAing projects report. The
EQB saff shdl explain the process for preparation of the
environmenta report. At the public meeting, the public must be
afforded an opportunity to ask questions and present comments
and to suggest dternatives and possible impacts to be evaluated
in the environmenta report. The EQB shdl keep an audio
recording of the meeting. The EQB shdl provide at least ten 20
days from the day of the public meeting for the public to submit
written comments regarding the proposed project.

Subp. 5. Applicant role. The gpplicant shdl provide
representatives at the public meeting who can respond to
guestions about the proposed project.

Subp. 6. Alternativesand impacts. A person desiring that
aparticular dternative to the proposed project or apossible
adverse impact of the project be considered in the environmental
report shdl identify the dternative or impact to be included,
provide an explanation of why the dternative or impact should
be included in the environmenta report, and submit dl
supporting information the person wants the chair to consder.
The chair shdl provide the gpplicant with an opportunity to
r&spond to each request that |sf|Ied Iheeha-r—shdl—melaele

eelcu-ﬁeetren-requeﬂ- Thechar shdl mdudemthe
environmenta report any dternative or impact identified by the

PUC for incluson. The chair may exdude from andyss any
dternative that does not meet the underlying need for or
purpose of the project or that is not likely to have any
sgnificant environmentd benefit compared to the project as
proposed, or if another dternative that will be andyzed is
likely to have amilar environmentd benefits with substantidly
less adverse economic, employment, or sociologica impacts than
the suggested dternative.

Subp. 7. Chair decison. Within ten days after close of
the public comment period, the chair shall issue an order
determining the following:

A. thedternativesto be addressed in the
environmenta report, including the aternatives required by
part 4410.7035, subpart 1, item B;

B. the specific potentia impacts to be addressed;

C. the schedule for completion of the environmenta
report; and




D. other mattersto be included in the environmentd
report.

Once the chair hasissued an order establishing the matters
to be evaluated in the environmenta report, the order must not
be changed except upon a decision by the chair that subgtantial
changes have been made in the project or substantia new
information has arisen sgnificantly affecting the potentid
environmenta effects of the project or the availability of
reasonable dternatives. The chair may dect to bring to the
EQB any decisons regarding what should be included in the
environmenta report. In that event, the chair shdl bring the
matter to the board at the next regularly scheduled meeting or
at agpeciad meting.

Subp. 8. Notice of decision. At thetime of the chair
decison, the EQB shall mail the order to those persons who have
requested to be notified. Any person may request the chair to
bring the matter of what aternatives or impactsto includein
the environmental report to the board in accordance with part
4405.0600, subpart 5. Such request shall befiled in writing
with the chair within ten days of the chair'sdecison. A
request to bring the matter to the board shall not preclude the
EQB from beginning preparation of the environmental report in
accordance with the chair's decision.

Subp. 9. Timeframefor completion of environmental
report. The EQB shdl complete the environmenta report in
accordance with the schedule determined by the chair. In
establishing the schedule for completion of the environmenta
report, the chair shall take into account any applicable
gatutory deadlines, the number and complexity of the
aternatives and impacts to be addressed, and the interests of
the public, the applicant, the PUC, and the EQB, and other state
agencies. The EQB shal complete the environmenta report
within four months of submission of the information required by
part 4410.7025. If the PUC should determine that an initia
certificate of need gpplication or transmission plapring
projects report is incomplete, the EQB's schedule shall be
extended accordingly.

Subp. 10. Notification of availability of environmental
report. Upon completion of the environmenta report, the EQB
shdl publish notice in the EQB Monitor of the avalability of
the environmenta report and mail notice of the availability of
the document to those persons who have requested to be
notified. The EQB shdl provide a copy of the document to the
PUC and to any other public agency with authority to permit or
approve the proposed project. The EQB shall post the
environmenta report on the agency's Web page.

4410.7035 CONTENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT.

Subpart 1. Content of environmental report. The




environmenta report must include the items described in items A
to H.

A. A genera description of the proposed project and
associated facilities,

B. A genera description of the dternatives to the
proposed project that are addressed. Alternatives shdl include
the no-build aternative, demand sde management, purchased
power, facilities of a different Sze or usng a different
energy source than the source proposed by the
applicant, upgrading of exiding fadilities, generation rather
then tranamisson if ahigh voltage transmisson lineis
proposed, transmission rather than generation if alarge
electric power generating plant is proposed, use of renewable
energy sources, and those dternatives identified by the chair.

C. Anandyssof the human and environmental impacts
of aproject of the type proposed and of the aternatives
identified.

D. Anandyssof the potentid impactsthat are
project specific.

E. Anandyss of mitigative measures that could
reasonably be implemented to diminate or minimize any adverse
impacts identified for the proposed project and each dternative
andyzed.

F. Anandyssof the feasibility and availability of
each aternative considered.

G. A ligt of permits required for the project.

H. A discusson of other mattersidentified by the
chair.

Subp. 2. Impacts of power plants. At aminimum, the EQB
ghdl address in the environmenta report the following impacts
for any large electric power generating plant and associated
fadlities

A. the anticipated emissons of the following
pollutants and-the cdculations performed to- datermine the
emissions expressed as an annua amount a the maximum rated
capacity of the project and as an amount produced per kilowatt
hour and the caculations performed to determine the emissions:
sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, carbon dioxide, mercury, and
particulate matter, including particulate matter under 2.5
micronsin lenagth diameter;

B. the anticipated emissions of any hazardous air
pollutants er and volatile organic compounds,

C. the anticipated contribution of the project to
imparment of vighility within a 50-mile radius of the plant;

D. the anticipated contribution of the project to the
formation of ozone expressed as reactive organic gases.
Reactive organic gases are chemicas that are precursors
necessay to the formation of ground-leve ozone;




E. the availability of the source of fud for the
project, the amount required annualy, and the method of
transportation to get the fud to the plant;

F. associated facilities required to transmit the
eectricity to customers,

G. theanticipated amount of water that will be
appropriated to operate the plant and the source of the water if
known;

H. the potentid wastewater streams and the types of
discharges associated with such a project including potentia
impacts of atherma discharge;

I. thetypes and amounts of solid and hazardous
wadtes generated by such a project, including an anaysis of
what contaminants may be found in the ash and where the ash
might be sent for disposal or reuse; and

J. the anticipated noise impacts of a project,
including the distance to the closest receptor where sate noise
Standards can till be met.

Subp. 3. Impacts of high voltage transmission lines. Ata
minimum, the EQB shdl addressin the environmenta report the
following impacts for any high voltage tranamisson line and
asociated facilities:

A. thetypicd right-of-way required for construction
of atrangmisson line

B. the anticipated sze and type of structures
required for aline;

C. thedectric and magnetic fidds usudly
associated with aline;

D. the anticipated noise impacts of the trangmission
ling and

E. the anticipated visud impacts of the transmisson
line.

Subp. 4. Incorporation of information. In preparing an
environmenta report, the EQB may incorporate information and
data from other documentsin accordance with part 4410.2400.
4410.7040 AGENCY ASSISTANCE.

The Environmenta Quality Board may request another sate
agency to assst in the preparation of an environmentd report.
Upon request, another state agency shal providein atimely
manner any unprivileged data or information to which it has
reasonabl e access concerning the matters to be addressed in the
environmenta report and shdl assst in the preparation of the
environmentd report when the agency has specid expertise or
access to information.

4410.7045 APPLICANT ASSISTANCE.

The Environmentd Qudity Board may request the applicant
for acertificate of need or for certification of aHVTL to
assig in the preparation of an environmenta report. Upon




request, the gpplicant shal providein atimey manner any

unprivileged data or information to which it has reasonable

access and which will ad in the expeditious completion of the

environmenta report.

4410.7050 ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT TO ACCOMPANY PROJECT.

Subpart 1. PUC decision. The environmentd report, or
environmental assessment or EIS prepared pursuant to part
4410.7060, must be completed and a-copy copies provided to the
Public Utilities Commission before the PUC can earamence hald any
public hearing or render afind decison on an gpplication for
acertificate of need or for certification of aHVTL. However
the PUC can commence the public hearing process by conducting
prehearing matters. The EQB gtaff shal participate in the PUC
proceeding and be available to answer questions about the
environmenta report or environmental assessment or EIS and to
respond to comments about the document. The environmenta
report or environmental assessment or EIS must be considered by
the PUC in making afind decison on a certificate of need or
HVTL certification request.

Subp. 2. Completeness of environmental report. Atthe
time the PUC makes afind decision on a certificate of need
gpplication or arequest for certification of aHVTL, the PUC
shal determine whether the environmenta report and the record
cregted in the matter address the issues identified by the chair
in the decison mede pursuant to part 4410.7030, subpart 7. The
PUC may direct the EQB to prepare a supplement to the
environmenta report, or the environmenta assessment or EIS if
oneis prepared pursuant to part 4410.7060, if the PUC
determines that an additiona dternative or impact should be
addressed or supplemental information should be provided.
4410.7055 REVIEW BY OTHER GOVERNMENTAL BODIES.

All locd and gate governmenta bodies that were
identified in the environmentd report with permitting authority
over the project shal consider the report in making any
decision to authorize the project.

4410.7060 JOINT PROCEEDING.

Subpart 1. Environmental assessment. Inthe event an
goplicant for a certificate of need for aLEPGP or aHVTL has
also-applied appliesto the EQB for aSite permit or route
permit prior to the time the EQB completes the environmenta
report, and the project qualifies for dternative review by the
EQB under part 4400.2000, the EQB may €elect to prepare an
environmenta assessment in accordance with part 4400.2750 in
lieu of the environmenta report required under part 4410.7020.

If combining the processes would delay completion of

environmenta review under parts 4410.7010 to 4410.7070, the EQB
can combine the processes only if the applicant and the Public
Utilities Commission agree to the combination. |f the EQB-makes




thiselection+t processes are combined, the EQB shdl include
in the environmental assessment the anadyss of dternatives
required by part 4410.7035, but is not required to prepare an
environmental report under parts 4410.7010 to 4410.7070.

Subp. 2. Environmental impact statement. Inthe event an
goplicant for a certificate of need for aLEPGP or aHVTL has
also-apphied appliesto the EQB for a site permit or route
permit prior to the time the EQB completes the environmenta
report, and the project does not qualify for dternative review
by the EQB under part 4400.2000, the EQB may €elect to prepare an
environmenta impact atement in lieu of the environmenta
report required under part 4410.7020 if the applicant agrees and
the Public Utilities Commission agree to the additiond time
that will be required to prepare the environmental impact
gatement. In thisevent, the EQB dhdl include in the EIS the
andysis of aternatives required by part 4410.7035, but is not
required to prepare an environmental report under part 4410.7020.

Subp. 3. Procedures. Inthe event the EQB combinesthe
two processes pursuant to subpart 1 or 2, the procedures of
chapter 4400 shal be followed in conducting the environmental
review.

Subp. 4. Joint hearing. If the EQB determinesthat a
joint hearing with the Public Utilities Commission to consider
both permitting and need issuesis feasible, more efficient, and
may further the public interest, the EQB may decide to hold a
joint hearing with the gpprova of the commission.

4410.7065 ALTERNATIVE FORM OF REVIEW.

The requirements under parts 4410.7010 to 4410.7070 for
preparation of an environmenta report on a LEPGP or HVTL for
which adetermination of need by the Public Utilities Commisson
has been requested is approved as an adternative form of review.
4410.7070 COSTS OF PREPARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT.

Subpart 1. Applicant required to pay costs. The gpplicant
for acertificate of need for alarge eectric power generating
plant or a high voltage tranamission line or for a certification
of ahigh voltage transmisson line as part of atransmission
plannring projects report shdl pay the Environmental Quality
Board the reasonable costs incurred by the EQB in preparing the
environmenta report.

Subp. 2. Payment schedule. The gpplicant shdl submit a
minimum payment of $5,000 to the EQB at the time the gpplication
or request isfiled with the Public Utilities Commisson.

Additional payments shal be made within 30 days of natification
by the agency that additiona fees are necessary for completion
of the environmenta review. After preparation of the
environmentd report, the EQB shadl provide the applicant with a
find accounting. The gpplicant shal make the final payment
within 30 days of natification, or the agency shdl refund any




excess payments within 30 days of the final accounting.
REPEALER. Minnesota Rules, parts 4410.7000; 4410.7100;
4410.7400; and 4410.7500, are repeal ed.



